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12th Annual Arkansas Children’s Award
Dinner honoring Wallace Fowler
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Our mission is to address, remedy, and prevent child abuse and neglect by creating
safe, healthy, and permanent homes for children.

Arkansas Children’s Award Dinner
was held this month honoring Wallace
Fowler for his significant impact on the
lives of Arkansas’s children. Mr. Wallace
Fowler — banker, entrepreneur, philan-
thropist, and civic leader — was hon-
ored for his efforts helping the youth of
Arkansas. 

“Mr. Fowler’s commitment to those
less fortunate has spanned a lifetime. He
believes in volunteering and has been
awarded many Volunteer of the Year and
Humanitarian Awards for his efforts.
Wallace believes in the youth of
Arkansas and has spent his life bettering
communities across the state from
Jonesboro to Fayetteville so young peo-
ple are given a chance to succeed,” said
Mike Cumnock, Ranch CEO.

Governor Mike Beebe, was the
Master of Ceremonies again as he has
been since the inception of the Award
Dinner in 1996. The dinner was held at
the Peabody Hotel in Little Rock.

L to R:  Wallace Fowler, Jama Fowler, Shawndra, Mariquita, and Cody

   



When I was a kid, there was a
famous commercial on live television
where the announcer would demon-
strate various tortures on a wristwatch.
Afterwards, the camera would do a
“close up” while the announcer
declared: “It takes a licking, and keeps
on ticking.” I think I know how the
watch felt!

It has been really strange operat-
ing in this economic environment.
Like many families, we have taken a
licking and have had to “tighten our
belts” and make some painful cuts.
Sometimes I fall into the trap of let-
ting myself become overwhelmed by
the sense of gloom and doom. This is
especially true when we have to turn
down children because we simply
don’t have the resources to serve them.
The truth is there will probably never
be enough beds in Arkansas for all the
children in need. I have discovered
that when you work in ministry, you
have to allow yourself to be strength-
ened by prayers…your own and other
people praying for you. You have to
remain focused on the mission and be
thankful for all the blessings. It is also
good to recognize that crises can be
opportunities as well.

Some of the children here have
stepped forward in light of our “belt
tightening” and offered to do more to
help. Many of our individual donors
have stretched themselves and
increased their giving – sometimes
only a small amount, but that has
been a huge help. I know that many
of the companies and foundations that
have been very generous in the past
just don’t have as much to give. I have
even heard from some who have
shared their situation and have basical-
ly said, “We really appreciate all you
do for children, and when we are able
to help more, we will.” The Ranch has

received many, many blessings
from folks who are struggling
and yet still want to help. We

them on a tour of each of the cottages,
explained about chores, meal prepara-
tion, school work, the tutoring pro-
gram, and their individual plans for
the future. Lunch was served in Keith
Hall with the House Dad cooking on
the grill and one of our guys volun-
teering to lead the meal prayer.

I have to admit my sense of
pride overflowed as our guests left.
Not only had the guests enjoyed the
tour, so did I! Almost the entire morn-
ing was the responsibility of the chil-
dren themselves – with, of course,
tremendous support from the staff.
The children made it clear that they
were happy, yet mindful of their cir-
cumstances. They certainly helped the
guests feel at home and included them
as part of the family. It was fun for me
to watch so many children demon-
strate good interpersonal relationship
skills, self-confidence, honesty, cooper-
ation, and the joy of sharing their
world with others. At each stop, they
were excited to see us and very wel-
coming. Add to this all the children
from the Ranches who are doing well
in the military, college, or who are
now successful healthy adults, and we
have something to be very proud of.
The knowledge that these children —
who have come from such difficult
circumstances and were expected to
fail —have not only bounced back but
have become even stronger at the
Arkansas Sheriffs’ Youth Ranches is
very reassuring. Resiliency is more
than just a word here…it is a fact!

Sometimes one of our children
will share, as a point of pride, “I have
survived things most people can’t even
imagine.” It turns out that many chil-
dren here reach beyond surviving
(“keep on ticking”) to thriving. Yes,
these are very tough times, but there is
much to be thankful for.
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Mike Cumnock
CEO

Mike’s Corner

Resiliency Lives Here

have witnessed other charities being
hit even harder than us and are thank-
ful that we have been able to continue
to serve. 

We have been honored to have
people come by the Ranch Campuses
to visit this summer, and they always
assure us of their support. We recently
had some special guests on campus
who wanted to come on a Saturday
morning. We were very short-handed
on that day because David, our super-
intendent, was off working on his
advanced training in equine therapy;
Diana’s granddaughter was getting
married; and one of our houseparent
couples had taken some time off upon
learning that “they” were pregnant.
When the visiting couple arrived –
about 8:00 a.m. – some of the chil-
dren had already gone to the barn,
groomed and saddled horses, and were
waiting for us at the arena. From there
the children gave them a tour of the
cattle operation (including “calling the
cows up from nowhere” to feed),
showed them the sorghum crop,
picked fresh tomatoes from one of the
gardens, and showed them the beauti-
ful White River.

The children proceeded to take

by Mike Cumnock, CEO



Mandy and her
husband Steven,
live in Alabama,
came to visit the
DeGray Ranch.
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Fall has arrived and our kids are back in school. I
feel that this was the most productive summer that I
have been able to share with our kids since I started
work here.

As an extension of our Program Team Balance
farm program, we initiated a Ranch Internship pro-
gram this summer, in which six residents worked with
me and learned intensive ranch skills. These young
people learned how to care for the cattle in every
aspect from worming, doctoring for pink-eye, and
checking for newborns. We also spent a lot of time
developing our horsemanship skills. By the end of the
summer, our kids had started eight colts under saddle.
We focused on the idea that “we don’t break horses,
we train them.” Now, each of these kids is skilled
enough to help new residents be comfortable around
the farm.

While we learned a tremendous amount about
the day-to-day operation of a ranch, we also learned a
lot about ourselves. It was amazing to watch our kids
identify personal characteristics with characteristics of
the animals.

At one point, there was a rescued Arabian gelding
donated to the Ranch. He had been severely neglected
and was very underweight. As a project, I had eight
kids take the horse to the round-pen; their only
assignment was to take ten minutes to find out as

many “facts” about the horse as they could. When
they came back to the barn, we sat in a circle and
began to share. They knew the following: 1) he is a
gelding. 2) he is four-years-old 3) he is bay 4) he has
no training and  5) he is severely underweight. A cou-
ple of kids thought he was ugly and another com-
mented that he was stupid because he knew nothing.
This led to the discussion that he actually came from a
very expensive Arabian farm, but that due to his envi-
ronment, it was difficult to see his good qualities and
potential. You could almost see light bulbs coming on
above their heads. They had made a connection. This
led to a conversation on relationships and friendships
and how everyone has responsibilities in successful
relationships.

On that day, a horse that would have brought
less that $100 at an auction taught a life lesson to a
group of kids. That lesson was priceless. Incidentally,
the young man that thought “Storm” was stupid, has
since started him under saddle and has made superb
progress with him.

Now that fall is here, we finished making our
sorghum molasses and are ready for winter.

I would like to close by thanking our kids for the
hard work that they have put in. I would also like to
thank our donors for making the progress we are see-
ing possible. We are blessed.

From David Ward, Ranch SuperintendentFrom David Ward, Ranch Superintendent

Former Ranchers Visit 

Jayson, Addaline
& Lindsey Balk
came to the
Batesville campus
and rode horses
with the current
Ranch children.



It’s All About The Kids
Where Ranch residents tell us about themselves

Kacie 
(Cici)

Birthday: December 18th 
Grade: 11th
Favorite TV show: Loaded
Favorite Cartoon: Roger
Rabbit
Best Subject in school: AP
English
Hobbies: Swimming, riding horses, and
listening to music
Goal in life: “Become a prosecuting attorney”
What she likes about Ranch: “There is never a dull
moment and we aren’t stuck inside all of the time.”

Cody
Birthday: May 15
Grade: 9th 
Favorite Movie: Dazed and
Confused
Favorite Cartoon: Ed, Ed, and
Eddy
Best Subject in school: Math
Sport:  Baseball
Hobby: Riding bikes

Goal in life: “Live simple”
What he likes about Ranch: “Living with Ms.
Cheyenne and Mr. Rick”

Cody 
(Whistle Britches)

Birthday: July 11
Grade: 10th
Favorite TV show: Beverly
Hillbillies
Favorite Cartoon: Bugs Bunny
Best Subject in school:
Agriculture

Sport: Hunting
Hobby: Running through the woods
Goal in life: “Become a professional pipeline welder”
What he likes about Ranch: “Working with horses”

Jacob 
(Jacobbear or
Roger Rabbit)

Birthday: December 5th  
Grade: 9th
Favorite Movie: The
Incredible Hulk
Favorite Cartoon: Ed, Edd,
and Eddy

Hobbies: Videogaming, horseback riding, and
bike riding
Goal in life: “Become a famous movie actor”
What he likes about Ranch: “Being with my best
friends - J.J. and Bobby.”

Michael 
(Superman)

Birthday: November 11th  
Grade: 10th
Favorite TV show: House of
Payne
Favorite Cartoon: Scooby
Doo
Best Subject in school:
Agriculture
Hobbies: Working on my truck
Goal in life: “Become a well known mechanic”
What he likes about Ranch: “I can talk to people about
my needs.”

Tony 
(Little T)

Birthday: October 16th  
Grade: 9th
Favorite TV show: Spongebob
Best Subject in school: Science
Hobbies: All Sports
Goal in life: “Become a NBA
player”
What he likes about Ranch: “I am
doing good in school.”
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It’s All About The Kids
Where Ranch residents tell us about themselves

Katlyn 
(Kate)

Birthday: October 12th  
Grade: 3rd 
Favorite TV show: icarly
Best Subject in school: Math
Hobby: cooking
Goal in life: “Become a
teacher”
What she likes about Ranch: “I get to
ride my mule.”

Hannah 
(Isbella)

Birthday:  June 8th  
Grade: 5th
Favorite TV show: Spongebob
Best Subject in school: Social
Studies
Hobby: Playing games
Goal in life: “Become a

teacher”
What she likes about Ranch: “I like riding horses.”

Felicia
Birthday: July 10
Grade: 11th
Favorite TV show: House
Favorite Cartoon: Tom and
Jerry
Best Subject in school: English
Sport: Tennis
Hobbies: Reading, drawing,

and listening to music
Goal in life: “Become a photographer”
What she likes about Ranch: “Everyone’s always laugh-
ing and making jokes, and we have 32 horses.”

Jessica 
(Jessie)

Birthday: August 27
Grade: 5th
Favorite TV show: Eleventh
Hour
Favorite Cartoon: Tweety Bird
Best Subject in school:
Reading

Sport: Softball
Hobbies: Writing, reading, and drawing
Goal in life: “Help my little sisters to have the life I
never had.”
What she likes about Ranch: “I actually know where I
will go after school.”

Stacey
Birthday: October 26th 
Grade: 7th
Favorite TV show: Degrassi
Favorite Cartoon: The Goofy
Movie
Best Subject in school:
Writing
Hobbies: Basketball and art
Goal in life: “Become a coun-
selor”
What she likes about Ranch: “I feel safe, secure and at
home.”
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Friends and Supporters - Donations
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Even with all the rain, the
Ranch campus looks great because
of our friends at Bad Boy Mowers.
They helped us secure a piece of
state-of-the-art lawn care equip-
ment, which made life much easier
for our maintenance staff and does
a wonderful job. In the photo,
Cody is only sitting on the mower
since he isn’t old enough to operate
it yet. He says we will be ready
when the time comes.

Pastor Robert Harrison and son Dillion from Vine Prairie
Baptist Church brought donations from their church members. Items
donated were laundry detergent, soap, shampoo, toothpaste, deodor-
ant, kleenex, toilet paper, paper towels, hair spray, and razors.
Houseparents David & Heather Steadham and the kids were very
appreciative of the donations. Pastor Harrison’s church has promised
to continue to help the Ranch. 

Two Future Fuel Employees Volunteer at the Ranch

Danny Mitchell is helping 
Cody with math.

The Arkansas Sheriffs’ Youth
Ranches is now a participant in the
program with GoodSearch.com.
Before you search, enter in our
organization under the heading
“Who do you GoodSearch for?”
Type in what you want to search
for as you would with any other
search engine and you begin raising
money for the Ranch. GoodSearch
is run by Yahoo! So it’s safe to use.

Each time you search, approx-
imately 1.3 cents is donated to the
Ranch. It’s free to all users and
helps a great cause. This is just one
more way to help the abandoned,
abused, and neglected children of
Arkansas.

Thank you for all your help.
Happy searching!

Dr. Larry Brown is helping
Shawndra on the computer.

Even after working a full day at Future Fuel, two of their
employees volunteer to tutor Ranch Children after school in math
and science.

L to R: Dave Steadham,
Luc, Xandar, Christian,
Caleb, Bill Feck, Hector,
Dada, & Carol Feck. Bill
and Carol Feck from the
Highlands Methodist
Church of Bella Vista
came out to the
Mulberry campus with a
gift for the children.



Friends and Supporters - Donations

Pro golfer, David Ogrin
joined First Community Bank as
a guest for the 12th Annual
Charity Golf tournament which
benefited the Ranches. “The
tournament was a tremendous
success,” said Boris Dover,
President and Chief Operating
Officer. It turned out to be a
beautiful, sunshiny day. 

First Community Bank’s
12th Annual Charity 
Golf Tournament

ASAE Golf Tournament hosted
their annual golf tournament to

benefit the Ranch.

Poinsett County Sheriff Larry Mills
(far right) and his staff came to the
Ranch for a tour and brought lots

of goodies for the children.

Turning Point Ministries
came out for a great weekend of
fun with the Ranch children in
Batesville.

Little River County Sheriff Danny
Russell (pictured) and Chief

Deputy Ronnie Kennedy came out
to the Ranch for a visit.

Mike Tinsley, Senior Vice President
of Information Technology from
Liberty Bank, instructs Ranch
Superintendent David Ward on how
to use this laptop. Liberty Bank
donated several computers to the
Arkansas Sheriffs’ Youth Ranches. If
your company is upgrading comput-
ers, contact Mara at 870-793-6841 to donate your computers to the Ranch.

The Motorcycle Ministry:
“Road Riders for Jesus” raised
funds to support the work of
the Ranches. Pictured is one
of the riders, Michael, visiting
with Mike Cumnock.

T-Tauri Film Festival was held at
the Ranch again this year with
our children participating. The

children are becoming quite tal-
ented in their movie making.
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for a delightful lunch and gave us
a stash of wonderful goodies!)

We did a ten-day tour
through Texas thanks to the gen-
erosity of a donor (for gas and
food money) and Heather and
Dave’s friends and family (who
generously provided the lodg-
ings). 

The girls participated in Two-Buck Tuesday, a
fun outing for the youth at Community Bible
Church. One especially fun night was the scavenger
hunt, where the goal was to bring back the most
unusual thing. Heather’s team won, returning with a
platter of a squished snake, a squid, some worms, and
a pig’s foot. LaShonda had fun chasing the others and
our youth pastor around with the squid and pretend-
ing to eat it. 

Caleb and Dada play
football and practiced often
in the week before school.
We attended open house at
the primary, middle, and
high schools, as well as
freshman orientation. 

New beginnings have
been the theme in the last
month—new ranchers have

DONALD W. REYNOLDS
CAMPUS 

by Houseparent, Heather

Summer really got busy in June. Allie participat-
ed in and graduated from the University of Arkansas
for Medical Sciences’ Medical Application of Science
for Health (MASH) program at Summit Medical
Center in Van Buren (complete with her CPR certifi-
cation.)  This program helped cement Allie’s determi-
nation to become a nurse. Terrin played summer soft-
ball for Alma High School. 

The girls
had a visit from
the Bella Vista
ladies’ group

PEO (who
joined us

COTTAGE NEWS

HH

H

Independence County
Batesville Ranch Cottages
100 St. Vincent Place
Batesville, AR 72501
870-793-6841
Tours: Diana Holland
H Cabe Hall
H Keith Hall
H Faith Hall
H Gratton Hall
H Independent Living
Cottage

Crawford County 
Mulberry/Alma Ranch
Donald W. Reynolds
Campus
7401 Youth Ranch Road
Mulberry, AR 72947
479-997-8934
Tours: Susan Harrison
H Cottage 1
H Cottage 3

Clark County  
DeGray Lake/Amity
Ranch
35 Youth Ranch Loop
Amity, AR 71921
870-342-5858
Tours: Tonya See
H Olds Cottage
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help save our natural resources. We had a great garden
this year with potatoes, tomatoes, green beans, cucum-
bers and squash. 

Once again, thanks to all of you who contribute
to the future of our children, whether it be monetarily,
volunteering, or praying. We appreciate you so much. 

GRATTON HALL NEWS 
by Houseparent, Cherie Davis

Wow! The summer went by really quick for the
girls!  The first order of business was to put the pool
up. Once the pool was up and full we swam everyday
and had the boys over to swim often. We even tried to
swim in the dark!

We enjoyed Wild River Country and Magic
Springs again this summer. While doing all those
things, we had work duty every weekday from 8:30-
12:30. Michelle, Mariquita, and Shawndra were on
Mr. David’s “farm crew.” They were busy with sad-
dling horses, feeding cows and worming horses. The
girls learned about Rodeo events and participated in
the events such as pole racing, barrel racing, and sort-
ing cows. 

Five of the
girls participated
in the beauty
pageant this year
in Bethesda.

Mariquita
came in first
place, Shawndra
was runner-up, and Savannah placed third. 

Savannah, Claudia, and Ellae were part of my
“paint crew” and helped Keith Hall boys paint their
living room, game room and kitchen. Kayla went to
her office job everyday.

Every other Saturday the Ranch hosted a rodeo.
The girls worked in the concession stand or participat-
ed in the events. Mr. David took the girls on a six mile
trail ride and the kids jumped in the water after a long
ride.

Our church raised money to take the girls shop-
ping for back to school. We loaded up the girls and
went consignment shopping. We spread our money to
the max with lots of bargains. After that, we went
to the mall and hit the sales racks. 

arrived. Luc started kindergarten. We got new relief
houseparents, Jim and Teresa, who we greatly appreci-
ate. I know that God will continue to bless us on our
journey. Can’t wait to report what craziness we’re up to
next time!

FAITH HALL NEWS 
by Houseparent, Cheyenne

Faith Hall enjoyed a wonderful summer full of
fishing, rodeos, trail rides, swimming and picnics.
Thanks to some wonderful ladies in Mountain Home
from Faith Group, Faith Hall has been able to enjoy
some new chickens, flowers and other things we
would not otherwise be able to afford. So, thanks,
ladies, from the bottom of our hearts for sponsoring
our house.

Cody M. and Cody E. enjoyed working on the
farm this summer with Mr. David Ward. They have
learned how to care for horses and experienced some
real rodeo riding.

James and Rob spent the summer with Ms.
Cheyenne, mowing, mowing, and mowing. Thanks to
all the great rain we have had we became experienced
mowers. 

Jamey was a volunteer at White River Medical
Center in Batesville. Jamey won the most prestigious
award of Outstanding volunteer, along with a $500.00

scholarship toward his con-
tinued education in the med-
ical field. 

We enjoyed a lot of fun
time at church camp and are
planning a mission project.
As always, we want to
remind you all to recycle and

COTTAGE NEWS
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OLDS COTTAGE 
by Houseparent, Tonya

The girls had a very busy summer vacation from
school. Kacey attended summer school with the
Ouachita Baptist University Upward Bound Program.
She spent six weeks in classes and outdoor programs
helping her prepare for college next year. 

Stacey enjoyed a week of
fun and fellowship at Spring
Lake Baptist Camp. Hannah
and Stacey also enjoyed camp at
Timberlodge where they
learned about water safety and
animal care. Kacey and Felicia
spent a week at FFA leadership
camp. All of the girls had a
great time and would like to
thank the ones who sponsored them. 

Jessica scored advanced in both areas of her
Benchmark test. We were all very proud of her. St.
John Youth Group from Hope, Arkansas chose us for
their mission group. They came and stayed for a week
and cleaned up the grounds and then they held servic-
es in our chapel. The services were enjoyed by every-
one and many new friendships were made. The boys
from Keith Hall came and stayed in the lodge for a
weekend. 

The girls pumped gas and washed windshields at
Quickway Shell station in Glenwood to raise money
for their annual vacation trip to Alabama. Jim Burns
also allowed them to come to his Exxon stations at
Arkadelphia and Caddo Valley and do the same. The
girls were able to raise enough money to go and have a
really good time. Donald and Judy Pickett donated
their condo again this year, and Captain Steve and
C.J. of Bad Habit Charters provided us with a day of
ocean fishing aboard the “Hey Babe” and a fish fry
with the catch of the day. 

We also enjoyed canoeing on Caddo River, lake
swimming, fishing and tubing. We attended the chuck
wagon races at Clinton in September. We hosted our
annual Haunted House and had a great time.

On August 23rd the girls mourned the loss of the
man they knew as “Grandpa Doc” after he lost his
short battle with cancer. We all love and miss him. 

Thank you to everyone.

Kayla started college at University of Arkansas
Community College at Batesville in August. She is
taking choir and music classes, and she is continuing
to work part-time. 

Mariquita, Michelle,
and Shawndra joined 4-H
club and showed their
horses at the
Independence County
Fair. Michelle started her
ballet and pointe dance
classes.

Shawndra spoke at the Arkansas Children’s
Awards dinner in early November. She was very excit-
ed to share her story.

We have a new girl who joined our house named
Tiffney, and we are so excited to have her with us. 

Thank you for all the things you do for us!

KEITH HALL NEWS
Keith Hall had a great

summer with a swimming pool
pass donated for the Batesville
Municipal Swimming Pools for
the entire summer. The boys
enjoyed themselves with their
pool toys and made a “home-
made” slip and slide in their

front yard at the house.
Thanks to other gen-

erous donations, our chil-
dren were able to go to
both Magic Springs and
Wild River Country again
this year. 

Josh and Bobby had jobs all summer and contin-
ue to work this fall at the high school in the mainte-
nance department. They both have purchased their
first cars. 

J.J. worked on the farm all summer with Mr.
David. Michael bought himself a truck and is doing
fine in school. He and J. J. have given up football for
the year — concentrating on school instead. Tony is
enjoying school and is playing basketball now. 

Thanks for all you do for our Keith Hall
boys.

COTTAGE NEWS
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Other Ways You Can Help.
Sponsor the Holiday Dinner!

Want to sponsor the holiday
meal at one of our cottages?  Mark
your donation for which cottage you
want to provide the meal. Donations can be mailed to
P.O. Box 3964, Batesville, AR 72503. Thanks for con-
sidering providing the money for turkey and ham and
all the fixings!

* * * * * * * * * *
Want to buy undies or clothes for a cottage full

of children? Call Mara 870-793-6841, ext. 319 to ask
for sizes.

On a beautiful Summer morning in early August
members of the Arkansas Sheriffs’ Youth Ranch
Foundation Board traveled to Mountain View to meet
at the home of Shirley and Hannah Dyke.

The Dykes have recently completed a single-level
home on their property that they hope will eventually
become an ‘independent living center’ for Ranch
young adults who have graduated from high school,
and will attend Ozarka College in Mountain View. 

In addition to seeing the newly constructed
home, Ranch foundation board members also were
impressed with the “bunkhouse” which Mr. Shirley
Dyke designed and built for Ranch children to experi-
ence ‘camping out’ – complete with the traditional
‘latrine’ found in more primitive campsites from days
gone by!

A highlight of the visit was the opportunity to
see Mr. Dyke’s “work in progress” as he is restoring a
WWII military “Jeep” from the ground up. This is his
second Jeep restoration project, and he often likes to
drive his first Jeep in local parades.

Ranch foundation board members expressed their
sincere appreciation to the Dykes for their commit-
ment to the youth of the Ranch, and for their ongoing
support and enthusiasm for educational opportunities
to enrich the lives of the children from all of the
Ranch campuses.

FOUNDATION MEMBERS VISIT WITH RANCH DONORS
By Dr. Fred Hueston, CFRE
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Included in the tour were left to right:  Brent Stevenson,
Buddy Sutton, Mike Cumnock, Shirley Dyke, Robin

Brock, Matt Estes, and Tommy Lasiter.  

Summer Heated up with the Cleanest
Yard Contest Among Cottages
An anonymous donor gave $50 a month for the

cottage that had the best maintained yard at the
Batesville campus. The contest spurred on tons of yard
work and Gratton, Faith and Keith houses all won the
honors.



Address Change
To submit an address change, call Judi Dahlquist 

at 870-793-6841 ext. 2-4. You can also e-mail 
her at judi@youthranches.com

***************************

Want to leave a legacy for a child?
Please consider naming the Arkansas Sheriffs’

Youth Ranches in your will to provide abused,
abandoned, and neglected children a future.
Contact Fred Hueston, 501-681-6501, to discuss
this further.

***************************

Memorial Request
To establish a memorial for a loved one, or

to honor someone with a donation—
Send in their name to Diana Holland at the

Arkansas Sheriffs’ Youth Ranches, P O Box 3964,
Batesville, AR 72503. Please include: name and
complete address of those to be honored so they
may be notified, and the name and complete
address of the person to receive the notification of
a memorial.

***************************

Our Speakers’ Bureau…
can provide someone to “tell the Ranch story” 

at your meeting or event. To schedule a 
Ranch representative to speak, please contact 

Judi Dahlquist, (870) 793-6841 ext. 2-4

People often ask us what kind of things
we need at our campuses for the children.
For more information about how you can
help, call Mara at 870-793-6841, ext. 315.

Winter Wish List
Faith Hall
DVD player
Rabbit pens
Chicken pens
Someone to refelt pool

table
Shower curtains
Shoe strings
Brooms and mops
Water hoses
Cowboy wear
Rakes and picks
Trampoline
Playing cards
Puzzles
Gratton Hall
Laundry Hamper
Brooms/dust pans
Tiller
Window boxes
Tree trimmer
Water hose
Paint for outbuilding 
Plastic totes
Baskets
Keith Hall
Carpet/new flooring
8 oz. plastic cups
Couch or chairs
Vacuum cleaner

Donald W. Reynolds
Campus
Toilet paper
Blender
Candles
Rock Band Guitar for

PS2
PS2 games
PS2 controller
Paper towels
Paper napkins
Tutoring
Computer Flash drives
Large, sturdy Backpacks
TI 83 plus calculators
Other Needs
Lawn mower
Weedeater
Batteries (all sizes)
Laundry detergent
Rugs
Bicycles
Fishing supplies
Television
2 permafloat dock buoy

dock floats 36x48x12
Portable Band Saw Mill

Wish  L i s t

Non-cash donations to the 
Youth Ranches are tax deductible.

Would you like to receive your correspon-
dence from the Ranch through your e-mail
account? Please fill out this form and mail it to
Judi Dahlquist, Arkansas Sheriffs’ Youth Ranches,
P O Box 3964, Batesville, AR 72503

Name: _________________________________

Mailing Address: _________________________

______________________________________

E-Mail Address: _________________________

Phone: ________________________________

Privacy Policy:
The Arkansas Sheriffs’ Youth Ranch

is very sensitive to protecting the privacy
of our donors. We do not sell our list and
we do not participate in any telephone
solicitation schemes.

We only call donors when we have a
question or wish to thank them. 
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Let’s Grow the 
Grassroots Effort
By Chris Knife, 
Director of Major Gifts

As I write this, the national economy seems to be
relaxing some after a long period of tension and unease.
What, you might ask, does the national economy have to
do with raising children?  Well, as the many of you I have
visited with know, scary times cause a tightening of the
purse strings. Discretionary funds no longer feel discre-
tionary. Let’s all hope the recovery is very near.

A recent study found that fundraising confidence was
at a 10 year low (Center on Philanthropy, Indiana
University). At the Ranch, we have certainly felt the pinch;
but we have also seen a great response to our needs—espe-
cially from individuals. Our grassroots support is what
drives our efforts to advocate and care for children in need. 

As you can see in this edition of the Ranch Report,
our children had a great summer. Fortunately, our program
service—the very reason for our existence—has not changed
dramatically because of the tough economic conditions. But
there are many children we are unable to take in because we
are at our financial capacity for the number of children we
can serve.

Our message and mission are spread by word of
mouth. Many of our donors have us speak to their civic
clubs or church groups. We appreciate those opportunities
to tell others that there is a permanent home in Arkansas
for children who have nowhere else to go. Many of you ask
your friends and family to consider helping the children at
the Ranch. What a wonderful way to share your interest in
caring for children while helping the Ranch. Please keep
communicating to those civic groups, clubs, friends and
family what the Ranch is—that we are a non-profit agency
(NOT part of the state) and we are a permanent home for
children who have been abused, neglected, and abandoned
(NOT a summer boot camp for children with behavior
problems).

Contact Mike, Fred, or me if you’d like to visit about
the Ranch’s needs or if you would like one of us to speak to
a group. We love to tell our story and to visit with our
“extended” Ranch family.
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God’s Creation 
for the Hunter

He created the yew for our bows and
arrows for hunting

He created the deer, turkey, squirrels
and all types of animals

That man can eat. He gave man domi-
nance over all animals to use

As we need, God created the lakes, seas,
and oceans so that man

Can enjoy the beauty that he created
just as He created all types

Of terrain where He put the animals
and creatures suited to that

Terrain and condition. He gave us all
this beauty

And we are destroying it through pollu-
tion

By chemicals and toxic waste.
The moral of this poem is: These are

all God’s creations so respect them and
don’t kill just for fun or profit but for
food and if you do kill a buck as long as
you use it for food, you may keep the
antlers if you would like.  But God put
these animals here mainly for food and
occasionally for sport or profit if you are
selling the fur as a rug or if you use it
for clothing or stuffing it.

But the main point is “Don’t destroy
the world we live in. “Save it for our
kids.”

By Ranch Resident James H.

Vol. 4 Cookbook
It is time for Diana to start

collecting recipes for our 35th year
cookbook which will be published
next year. This will be our Vol. 4
cookbook. We have come up with a
contest to make it more fun to col-
lect recipes. Mail or e-mail your
recipes to Diana Holland at
Diana@youthranches.com and you
will be enrolled in a drawing contest
for a free Vol. 1 cookbook. 



In Loving Memory of...
D. B. Allen, M.D.

Mark Shreve
Jim Alexander

Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Alexander
Jim Alter

Ms. Gwen Alter
Charles Alter

Ms. Gwen Alter
William T. “Dub” Baldwin

Mr. Al Nimocks, Jr
Agnes Bargiel

Al and Connie Harkins
Robert “Bubba” Beard

Jimmy Cross
Marguerite “Margaret” Beller

Mike and Sarah Cumnock
Jerry and Lillian Phelps

Frances Bing
Mr. Robert Penton

Gail Bishop
Leonard Towell
State Farm Insurance

Lorie Black
Leonard Towell
State Farm Insurance

Douglas Wayne Bottoms
Ms. Betty and Mitcheal Bottoms

Barbara Boyd
Louis and Dian Acruman

Jimmy Ray Britt
Annetta United Methodist
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Browney
Mr. Chris Buck
Ms. Theola Duncan
James and Vicki Fuller
Jack and Billie Jean Gilmore
Mr. and Mrs. Leroy Hott
Fred and Pam Hueston
Mr. James Lozier
Edd and Zo Meier
Matthew and Candice Taylor

Ralph Brophy
Ms. Jimmie Brophy Shipley

Jay Dee Brown
Mr. Joe Halmes

W. H. “Red” Bufford
John and Janice Eddleman

Abb and Ella Burns
Mrs. Helen Mauldin

Maxine Carpenter
Mike and JoAnn Cushman
Cushman Electric Co.

Montte R. Case
Mr. Bernard Case

Tom Ed Clark
John and Charlotte Chitwood

Wayne Coffelt
Ms. Rebecca Thompson

Lynn Collins
Ms. Esta Kealer
Ms. Jetta Lawrence
Jerry and Lillian Phelps
Al Ramey

Dorothy Conatser
Richie and Mary Richardson

Kay Conner
Mr. and Mrs. Mike La Rue
Mr. and Mrs. Reuben Taylor
Mr. and Mrs. Mickey Yeager

J. N. Cooper
Mr. John Stephens

Dailene Culbreath
Mr. Dural Culbreath

Frank Louis Cumnock
Ms. Melanie Cumnock

John Dahl
Col. Bob Jolly

Margie Dahlke
Pauline Rieves. Buddy and Barbara
Bradshaw

J. T. (Tiger) Davidson
Mr. Marion Boykin

Tommye Davis
Ms. Diane Tait
TAIT Family Management 

Hazel Marie Dill
Jimmy Cross

L. M. Dover
Mr. and Mrs. John Blair

Velma Dover
Lionel and Cassie Creighton

Iva Lee Eddy
Ms. Clara Camp

Evelyn Edwards
Mr. Dalton Edwards

Marnie Edwards
Mark Shreve

Phillip Kevin Efird
Phillip and Karen Efird

Bill Einert
Mr. and Mrs. Melford Gwaltney

Ed Ellison
Ms. Annas Heasley

Beverly Jo England
Mr. Jerry England

Daphne M. Fancher
Ms. Ina Lou Steele

Margie Farrar
Ms. Clara Camp

Pollyanna Farris
Stanley and Mary Jeanette Wood, Jr.

Marjorie Ferguson
Mr. and Mrs. Alden Chuck Graber

Walter Fields
Ms. Sarah Begley

Lois S. Foley
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Foley

Reba Sue Ford
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Blann
Donald, Jamie, and Mike Brandon

Thomas Fredricks
Jim and Shirley Chaney
Mike and Sarah Cumnock
Ms. Laurie Vaughn

David French
Ms. Constance French

Family and Friends
Ms. Catherine Murphy

Fred Gardner
Mrs. Ellen Gardner

Mary Gatewood
Mr. Louis Gatewood

Bo Ann Gleghorn
Ms. Karen McFarren

Retha Glover
Erasmo and Sandra Dierich and Erica

J. T. Goforth
Ms. Marilyn Hobbs

Christopher Grant
Stanley and Mary Jeanette Wood, Jr.

Freddie L. Griffith
Ms. Cay Jones

Mary Gunnels
Mr. and Mrs. John Blair

Phyllis Haggadone
Mr. Elmer Haggadone

Bobbie Jo Cotherine Hernandez
Mark Shreve

Letha Haines
Tom and Nora Emory
Ms. Margie Willbanks

Garland T. Hales
David Hales and I. Leader Hales

Mrs. Robbie Hall
Ms. Annas Heasley

Rufus W. Hamman
Lynn and Janice Hamman

Barbara Haskell
Mr. Fay Haskell

Ralph Haskins
Mrs. Carol Haskins

Lois G. Hawkins
Barry and Marie Butler

Brian Hayes
Danny and Barbara Hayes
Danny Hayes Plumbing and
Construction

Paul Heasley
Ms. Bonnie Kimmer

Ruble “Bob” Hensley
Mr. and Mrs. E. L. Hunt, Jr.

Myrtle Holmes
Ms. Bettie Creasey
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In Loving Memory of...
Reba Holt

Mr. Michael Grady
Doris Hosto

Norman and Barbara Arnold
Leon and Wilma Aston
Mr. Alfred Wolf

Maxine Huckabee
Mark and Carol Coates

James Hulen, Jr
J. W. and Winnie Hulen

Mauva Sue Humphries
Millard and Theda Aud

Jerry Jackson
Mr. Wayland Harrell

Jimmy Lee Jackson
Ms. Marilyn Hobbs

Felix Jackson
Ms. Revyanell Jackson

Kern Jackson
Barbara Jackson

Leon Jeffers
Melvin and Lora Jeffers

Esley Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Carpenter
Ms. Charleen Griffith

Lelah Johnson
Mark and Carol Coates

Tina Johnson
Ms. Annas Heasley
Ms. Marilyn Hobbs
Ms. Bonnie Kimmer

Dovie Jones
Stanley and Mary Jeanette Wood, Jr.

Larry Keys
Ms. Nona Keys

Johnnie King
Ed and Lynda  Galyean

Coy King
Paul Rawlings and Kathryn Huenefeld

David Kitchens
Mr. Ronnie Duke, Sr.

Loran Klein
Mrs. Leona Klein

Sheriff Calvin Knighton
The Children and Staff of the
Arkansas Sheriffs’ Youth Ranches
Mr. and Mrs. John Blair
Samuel and Judy Brazell
Ms. Bobbie Lann
Magnolia Riding Club
Richard and Paula Metzelaars
Mrs. Carolyn Terry

Mary Kohut
Ms. Diane Lonsdale

Wesley “Uncle Wes” Landsman
Mr. and Mrs. Byron Osborne Walker

E. J. Langley
James and Jane Knickerbocker

Scott B Lavender
Ms. Judy Edwards

Betty Lyon
Ms. Jane Smith

Ray Mann
Mr. Steve Metheny

Mary Maxfield
Ms. Clara Camp

Mrs. “Tankie” McFall
Jimmy Cross

Annabeth McGowan
Mrs. Carolyn Terry

Robert J. McGrevey
Mrs. Ruth McGrevey

Jack Phillip McKaughan
Ms. Merry Zakrzewski

Orvis McKee
Melvin and Lora Jeffers

Virginia McLaurin
Mr. Steven Eugene Crisp
Mr. and Mrs. Lester Hatcher
Mrs. Eula Simpson

Ralph McQueen
Mrs. Ralph McQueen

Sheriff Leroy Meadows
Mr. Ben Atkinson
Mr. Brian Holthouse
Mr. Steve Metheny
Mr. and Mrs. Boyd White

Ike Metcalf
Jimmy Cross

Dolley Meyer
Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Meyer, Jr.

Clara Adell Miller
StoneWard Advertising Agency 

Grady Mitchell
Ms. Mildred Milliken

Earline Danden Moffett
Lt. Col. and Mrs. George Murphy

Charlie Montgomery
Tom and Nora Emory

Don Moody
Ms. Clara Camp

Berry Moore
Frank and Ann Stevenson

Mary Ann Moreno
Ed and Sherrie Parkin

Robert Morris
Ms. Helen Morris

Harper Murphy
Jimmy Cross

Ronald A. Newberry
Ms. Marilyn Hobbs

Hubert Nicholas
Ms. Ruth Nicholas

Leonard Nowak
Mrs. Grace Nowak

Jeanie Baxter Parks
Ms. Arjean Perryman

Max Payne
Mrs. Faye Payne

William Thurman “Pop” Peterson
Employees S & S Liquidations
Bud, Sarah and Mark Shreve

Mary Margaret Pich
J. R. Foot

August Pieroni, Jr
Beryl and Sheila Anthony
Mrs. Pat Anthony
Ms. Patty S Avery
Dr. Don Barrow, DDS
Peter and Suzanne Carroll
Mr. Walter Compton
Ms. Margaret Compton
Donnie and Renee’ Crawford
Crawford Plumbing
Ms. Jane Dudley
Bobby and Sally Edmonds
Ms. Judy Gaddy
Mr. Fred Harrison
Ms. Barbara Justiss
Emon and Kay Mahony
Jack and Jerry McNutt
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Hanry
Medic Discount Pharmacy
Mr. Don Montgomery, Jr
George and Shirley Moye
Murphy Oil Corporation
Robert and Margaret Myer
Mr. John Pinson
Dr. and Mrs. Henry Rogers
Dennis and Jane Shackleford
Mr and Mrs Floyd Thomas
Kenny and Dinah VanHook
Medford and Anita Welch

Jerry “Duckie” Pollard
Tom and Nora Emory

Florence Powell
Troy and Linda Baxter
Mike and JoAnn Cushman
Cushman Electric Co.
Ms. Sharon Strecker
Dairy Queen Employees
Boris and Pam Dover
Joan Kallsnick and Family
Raymond and Diane Lacroix
Jerry and Lillian Phelps
Bud, Sarah and Mark Shreve
Mrs. Margaret Sturch
Mrs. Bonnie Taylor
Stanley and Mary Jeanette Wood, Jr.

Ione Pulliam
Mr. Ray Pulliam

Barney Rawson
Fred and Pam Hueston
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Do you know someone that might want to receive 
a copy of the Ranch Report?

Send name and address to: 
Judi Dahlquist

Arkansas Sheriffs’ Youth Ranches
P. O. Box 3964, Batesville, AR 72503

Or email to: 
judi@youthranches.com

Or call: 870-793-6841 extension 2-8.

Memorials received through September 23, 2009

In Loving Memory of...
Bobby Dale Reddin

Donald, Jamie, Mike Brandon and
Arlene Gladfelter

Leo Richardson
Millard and Theda Aud

Calvin Richey
Mr. Sam Beller
Bank of Cave City
Denny and Pam Gipson
Ms. Peggy Lantz
Kennard and Patricia Ward

Robert “Bob” Ridge
Larry and Sandra Nall

Thomas Rivera
Mrs. Anne Beer

Harry Rossopoulos
Mrs. Ellen Thompson

Marilyn Rowlett
Joan Kallsnick and Family

Mary Rush
J. R. Foot

Edward E Sanders
Mr. Michael Grady

Ethel D. Schild
Mr. Edwin Schild

Larry Scott
Ms. Judy C Edwards

Charles “Doc” See
Mike and Sarah Cumnock

Paul Meeks Sessions
Lt. Col. and Mrs. George Murphy

Rayford Shelton
Mr. and Mrs. Darel Bair

Joe Simms
Ms. Clara Camp

Dr. John M. Simpson
Jimmy Cross

Alyssa Paige Slape
Mrs. Anna Slape

Joy Smith
Mark and Carol Coates

Glenn Smith
Mr. Robert Robbins

Talmage Smithee
Ms. Annas Heasley

William H. Smither
Mr. Rick Smither

Hal Steelman
Jimmy Cross

Mary Stephenson
Paul Rawlings and Kathryn Huenefeld

Charles H. Stevens
Ms. Delorese Stevens

George Ellen Stokes
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Blann

Douglas R. Strickland, Jr.
Mrs. Wilma Pendegraft

Rick Stringham
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Nussbaum

Beverly Tapp
Mr. Joe Tapp

Alton Taylor
Mr. and Mrs. John Blair

Farrell Taylor
Tom and Nora Emory

Beverly Lee Taylor
Mrs. Brenda Hester

Mauvolene Taylor
Richie and Mary Richardson

George Taylor
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Thompson

Allean Thompson
Mark and Carol Coates

Joan Bonds Thompson
Mr. Billy Bert French

Karen Tilley
Mr. and Mrs. William Roberts

Kern Treat
Ms. Carol Williams

Ellen Tucker
Richie and Mary Richardson

Helen Tull
J. R. Foot

James Q. Varner
Mr. David Varner

Peggy Varner
Mr. David Varner

Annabeth Vittitow
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Weihsmann

Bearl D. Wallace
Ms. Mary Wallace

Sadie Wallis
Mr. Jessie Wallis, Jr.

Richard Warfield
Mark and Carol Coates

Dr. Hartford H. Watson
Susan and Rodney Barnette

Doris C. Watts
Mrs. Talmadge Howard

Bill Wells
Mrs. Bill Wells

W. J. Westmoreland
Mr. John Westmoreland

Faye Westmoreland
Mr. John Westmoreland

Clemon Williams
Ms Marianne Denton
Ms Imogene McDaniel
Carroll and Oletha Willmuth

Earl F. Wilson
Mr. Billy Bert French
Ms. Constance French

Jack Woody
Ms. Joan Woody

Troy Wright
Jack and Carolyn Caperton

Bob Wright
Leonard Towell
State Farm Insurance

Nick Yopp
Ms. Bonnie Carter
Arkansas Charity Game Rooms, LLC

A. N. “Ollie” Zeiler
MSGT. and Mrs. Roy Erickson, USAF
Ret.
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In Honor of...
Gary Achenbach

Mrs. Ruth Achenbach
William “Bill” Adkisson

Fred and Pam Hueston
Bonnie Blackmon

Tom Blackmon - Blackmon Auctions
Sheriff Scott Bradley

Mr. Donald Bryant
Rev. William and Linda Buchanan

Harold and Bernadine Morris
John Burgess

Mr. and Mrs. John Burgess
Steven Chaney

Jim and Shirley Chaney
Gail Clark

Mr. John Clark
Wanna Coward

John and Judy Fisher
Deputy David Crowder

Mr. James Scott Brown
Melanie Cumnock

Mike and Sarah Cumnock
Gladys Davis

Ms. Vera Walters
Marilyn Eason

Mrs. Carolyn Terry
Bill Ernst

Bill and Sarah Ernst
Sheriff Donny Ford

Ms. Illa Hope
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Frederick

Ms. Roselyn Frederick
Michael Grady

Mr. Gregory Grady
George and Velma Gray

Mr. Fredrick Cobb
Sheriff Doc Holladay

Mr. Michael Nolan Graves

Oleta Hopkins
Mr. Billy Moon

Ruby Johnson
Ms. Ruby Johnson

Teresa Kaufman
Ms. Rosemary Hooks

Johnny and Lillie Kendrick
Mrs. Patsy Mauney

Doyle Kesterson
Mike’s Auto Sales

Bryant Lamb
Jim and Shirley Chaney

Sheriff Tate Lawrence
Ms. Dorayne Levin Jones

Garson and Grayson Lee
Garmon and Betty Yancey

Bob Levins
Mark and Carol Coates

Suzanne P. Lowry
Mr. James Lowry

Trooper Chris Lynch
Mr. James Scott Brown

Sheriff Jack McCann
Ms. Deloris White

Earlene McMullin
Ms. Annette Smith

Sy Mendenhall
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Saracini

Americans in the Military
Lt. Col. Alan Pogue, Ret.

Francis E. Moore
Lt. Col. and Mrs. George Murphy

Mayola Murrell and Jalexia
Mr. Leonard Deamon

DeLaney Nall
Larry and Sandra Nall

Maxine Poff
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Poff

Jimmy Pool
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Poff

JoAnn Pugh
Mr. S. E. Veazey
Kim and Stanton Veazey

Gail and Bob Rathburn
Ms. M. Mickey Jewell

John Rush
Mr. James Cross

Steve Ryan
Jim and Shirley Chaney

Collins Scott
Mr. and Mrs. Russell Jagoditsh

Rev. and Mrs. Jerry Shinn
Ms. Nancy McEntyre

Mr. and Mrs. Brian Smith
Mrs. Kathey Harwell

Katie Smythe
Raymond and Diane Lacroix

Mrs. Betty Stout
Fred and Pam Hueston

Rachael Talley
Larry and Sandra Nall

Bishop Anthony B. Taylor
Mrs. Anne Beer

Haley Velie
Ms. Ileene Watkins

Pat Walker
Fred and Pam Hueston

Millie Ward
Ms. Dana Berry

Nana Weeks
Ms. Cherie Dulany
Grand Prairie Animal Services

Elmer Andrew Yarberry
New Hope Church of the Nazarene

Honors received through September 23, 2009
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24th Annual Arkansas
Sheriffs

,
Youth Ranches

,

Country Christmas Craft Fair
Saturday, December 5, 2009 • 9 a.m. -  4 p.m.

Youth Ranch • Batesville (Out Hwy 106)
All proceeds support our Children’s Christmas Fund!
For more information call Diana at 870-793-6841
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T.M. “Mike” Cumnock
CEO

mike@youthranches.com

Dari Hughes
870-793-6841 ext. 2-2

Business/Financial Manager
dari@youthranches.com

Judi Dahlquist
870-793-6841 ext. 2-4

Director of Communications
judi@youthranches.com

Diana Holland
870-793-6841 ext. 2-1

Administrative Assistant
Donor Services

Honors, Memorials, and Tours
diana@youthranches.com

Mara Carter
870-793-6841 ext. 0

Admissions &
Non-Cash Donations

mara@youthranches.com

Chris Knife
870-793-6841 501-733-1194

Director of Major Gifts
cknife@conwaycorp.net

Dr. Fred Hueston - 501-681-6501
Director of Planned Giving
mallard@conwaycorp.net

David Ward - 870-793-6841 ext.1-2
Superintendent

david@youthranches.com

Lisa Slisher
Employment Information

Human Resource Manager
870-793-6841 ext 300

lisas@youthranches.com

Sarah Cumnock
870-793-6841 ext 1-5

Education Coordinator

Susan Harrison
479-997-8934

Office Manager
Donald W. Reynolds Campus

ranch4kids3@yahoo.com
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